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Holston Valley Broadcasting Corporation (HVBC) hereby

submits its Comments generally supportive of the proposals

advanced by the Community Broadcasters Association in its

Peti tion for Rulemaking seeking the establishment of a new

"Class A" television service. Those Comments, prepared by

HVBC's President George E. DeVault, Jr., are appended

hereto.
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Before the
FEDEP-AL COMHUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20554

In the Matter of

Advanced Television Systems and
'~·he.i.c IwpacC upon +:he Existing
'':'~'1E'\/is~OIl Br"oadcCi.::.t Service

RM-9260

COMHENTS OF HOLSTON VALLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION

~. Ho:,,~~,;: '/,:l&y Br-oadca6ting Corporation (Holston), licensee of

(LPTV) stations WAPK-LP (Channel 30;

Killgspor t., TN), v~APG-LP (channel 51,; Greeneville, TN) I WAPM-LP

(Channel 9; Benham-Lynch, KY), and WAPW-LP (Channel 60; Abingdon-

';Jashington County, VA) I hereby submits its Comments on the Petition

for RulemakillCj (R11-9260) filed by the Community Broadcasters

Associatiol1 (CBAI seeking the creation of a new Class A television

ser'/lce under Part 74 of the Commission's rules.

vigorously supports the CBA pLoposals.

Holston

The four above-referenced LPTV stations operate as a network (of

.1lC:: WAPK-LPl5 the flagship sta.tion) serving the Bristol-

~:_n'J5r:'0rt-JC'hnson City, (Tri-Citiesl, TN/VA market (Nielsen DMA

Rar.k #93). Further references in this document to "WAPK " will

actually be to this network as a Whole.

~. :~a·:;s:l:'P >,:."lr'.'!.dAPK--LP, formerly W30AP, signed 011 in 1991/ has

operated 24 hours a day and presented hours of local progra~oing

each we'O',Y: S11lee its inception.



·i. I Jl Lecen t years 'HAPK" has operated in almost every way like a

full service television station and continues to do so. It is the

,'"jt·:,C ::·'L,anH' llnt:. Net'.·Jork (UPN) affiliate for the Tri-City market.

~t,s :-':,":'1Ti1l!' ... :..stillCjS appear. in t.he Tri-Cities edition of 'TV Guide

:,la9a=~~!:e dJ:d in all major local newSpapel"s. Its I:"atings are

:'"" por t ed in che indus tq' standa rd Niel sen Station Index dur iug the

,"'::-L,:c:Ey, May, Jul y ( and November rating periods right along with

': i: (I S e () f t. hemarke t . S so - call e d "f u 11 s e r vice" s tat ions .

5. .. ~~APK" is carried by some twenty- five area cable systems, and

;",'iti, ~_he JUI1(~ 1 addit~oIl of tIle 13,500 subscriber Comcast system

t,t;seeJ aL Glade Spring, Virginia, "WAPK" lITill reach some 175,000

cable-connected households. This represent8 essentially 100% of

t:hC'2l:)~I:: hc·rnes III the eigrlt county Tri-Cities metro as defined by

,~ 'Y.I and ~-;or;">~(n of tlle cable-connected households in the

:,C!;-,;c,r Uiels8n--defined Tri-Cities DMA (Designated Market Area).

6. "~·JAPK" currently presents four hours of local programming each

·,,'pev. and will beoin on June 8 an additional halt hour local

ne'.v"cast each evelling Monday through Friday at 10:00 bolstering its

aV81-age locally-produced hours per week to six and one-half .

. '.;;,":", ~ i),t--up of syndlCi'lted programming is t.-ypical of that of a.

,. ~:' : c.. :.' p ::"} f f i 1 i ,'1 t e i It cJ Top 1 0 0 H\ a. r k e t ·
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'';::,F'j.i pr·wides '~reClt public service to Tri-Cities area viewers.

In .'1 eLL t ion to its loca 1 news, local publ ic affairs progranulling ,

and public service announcements, throughout its history WAPK has

pl'C'CH;·.:-:e,,j ell'"j "-l.ired Local speciAl events originating from locations

l. ,ie : "'::d l 1':~lc~vision market area including parades, ball

FC'l' a number of years the station also aired weetings

of Lhe Kingsport Board of Hayor and Aldermen and the Johnson City

City Commission.

£'. Tile c\; rlent secondary status of LPTV stations endangers both the

·'YlP'.PK" provides and the very significant financial

:n'.ret;li'"r". Holston has wade in ·'\,oJAPK. I' As this document is being

~:lt~en Holston's consulting engineer is diligelltly searching for

a ne",: channel for "WAPK's" flagship station WAPK-LP, channel 30,

KLnqsoort, bec.:H1se the digital assignment tor one of the VHF

SU1:.IUl\S ill the nearby Knoxville, TN, market ~6 channel 30.

Similar studie::; are being conducted for WAP(;-LP, WAPM-LP, and WAPW

LP, which Holston now believe will face similar displacement

9. ~lle establishment of primary status versus secondary status for

q ue.lif y i ng LPTV 5LatiollS 1 ike WAPK as propos ed in the CBA' S

;-:·c.· : ':: i')!l \oIli 12 end the uncertainty about whether or- not a qualifying

~ :~-:(~nFr-~·,~~:; ·.'~'i 1 be able to cOO"tirlue the operation of their

·-a~~ons. It will end the uncertainty of financial institutions to
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\"J( :.,', "" t ,-(';preneurs usually mnst turn to provide the capital to

iH:d ll l!PIU'JP such sr_a.tions. It will bring stability to an

yer,Lcs, but which the Comluission' s actions in establishing digital

::('~,,: ;",1011 (DTV) severely threaten.

10_ Abse Il t COJrunis 6 ion ru lelliaking to allolrJ conversion of qua lifying

LP'l'\' 3tac:ions to primary or Class A status such LPTV stations could

t~ C be SUbjected to further and/or

1;~: ,/-:.,;F~nt in the futUl.:' as the Conunission proceeds to auction

fOl various pu~poses what is now spectrum exclusively devoted to

televi~ion broadcasting.

~,,:,:(](:: qualifying LPTV stations will likely find no place to move

as a result of this fil'st displacement:. The COHunission must act to

wake any displacements caused by DTV ill Lhe near future the last

d~sp_acprnent5 qualifying 9urvivillg LPTV stations will experience.

12. A'jd i:1 He lstOll supports the proposals advanced by the CBA in

Fet.i tion for PL<oposed Rulell\aking. In this othen"lise

::;"'~~lf:ied support Holston does not~e an apparent etTOr in CBA's

~<..,; J.l.sec Apppr.di:.: A with regar-d to the pLoposed FCC Rules Part

73.6?/(d)(iv).< Holston believes petitioner intended to propose

tha~ the effective radiated power (ERP) of Class A stations should

De reduced if their respective heights above average terrain (HAAT)
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e::ceeds 2, 3a0 feet., not 2, 300 meten;;. (An ERP of 500 kilowatts on

, i~::' cha:lne) at an HJI.AT of .:' (300 meter-s would yield predicted

":-".'1'; ,ige )fl excess of that which a full ser-vice station would be

~llowed La provide,

Respectf\111y subwitted,

1998


